Evangeline Parish is a diverse physiographic
area. The Coastal Prairie is in the southern
part of the parish. The soils typically have

a clayey subsoil which is ideal for rice
production. Loess deposits (windblown)
cover the eastern edge of the Coastal
Prairie. The Western Pleistocene terraces
are located in the north central part of the
parish and the majority are covered by loess.
Most of this land is in woodland. The
Western Gulf Coast flatwoods are located

in the western part of the parish, also in
woodland. The Red River Valley alluvium,
located in the northeastern part of the
parish, is primarily used as cropland.

Over the past 500,000 years, alternate layers of
sediment were deposited in the vicinity of Chicot State
Park and the Louisiana State Arboretum. A thin layer
of soil on the top of some of the hills was deposited as
wind-blown dust out of the local river valleys. The soils
in the Arboretum were deposited by the ancient

i i and Red Ri ith the Mississippi
depositing generally gray soils and the Red River

GENERAL SOIL MAP
Evangeline Parish

LEGEND
Uplands and Terraces.
Western Pleistocene Terraces
I Sois on Loamy Fluvial Deposits
BB Sois on Loamy and Sandy Aluvial
Low Terraces and Floodpiains

Flatwoods
Western Gull Coast Fiatwoods
B0 Sois on Loamy and Siy Deposis

Loess Uplands and Terraces
Southern Mississippi Valley Silty Uplands
Soils on Thick Loess Doposits
Sublropical Mississippi Valley Silty Uplands
0 Sois on Trick Loess Deposits

Coastal Prairies

Wostern Tortiary Uplands

3 Sols on Clayoy and Loamy
Alvial Doposits

Recent Alluvium
Rod River Valley Alluvium
[ Sois on Sandy and Loamy Allvial
Natural Lovees and Low Tarraces.
B Soils on Loamy and Clayey Low
Tertaces and Floodplains.

- e

depositing red soils. Soils from both sources were

deposited in alternate time periods, resulting ina

banding of colors. If you dig a hole deep enough where
you are standing, you could see these different colors.
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Seven sites were sampled by the staff of the
USDA National Resource Conservation Service
along the Walker Branch and Wetland trails.
Their locations are indicated on the map of
the Arboretum above. The soil profiles from
each site are illustrated below.
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